SITE VISIT AND FIELD OBSERVATIONS Checklist
Instructions:  It is recommended that this checklist be used by staff and/or consultants for HUD-assisted projects involving acquisition, rehabilitation, demolition, construction, and resale of properties acquired as part of a HUD-assisted project.
No matter what level of environmental expertise a reviewer has, the site visit is an effective method of gaining impressions of the physical characteristics of the project site and its surroundings.  However, for certain categories of environmental impact (e.g., groundwater, soils suitability, seismic zones, and wetlands, endangered species habitat) a professional expert is required.  The expert will gather the relevant information and conduct tests such as gathering soils samples or taking soil borings.

Prior to the site visit, review all background information about the project---it’s location, a description of the project and all related activities, and any existing reports and documents associated with the project (e.g. environmental reviews completed for the same project by Federal, state or local entities; appraisal reports; special studies, such as a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, biological assessment concerning endangered species, archival reports concerning archeological sites, soils and geological report, etc.) . 
Also, several different types of maps will be useful in completing the field review, such as the project plan or plat map, a location map showing major features and facilities in the vicinity, the USGS topographic map and FEMA flood map for the site area (if applicable), as well as aerial photos.  Many of the site conditions can and should be recorded directly on the project plan.  Distances to major features and facilities (e.g. schools and fire stations, major roadways, etc.) and a description of the surrounding area are examples.  This record of the site visit and documentation of field observations, as well as the project plan can then be used as evidence of “compliance documentation”.
At times, these field observations will identify environmental conditions that require further investigation and reporting.

A digital camera should be used to photograph the project site, and any environmental conditions or structures that may provide additional information and/or support observations being made.

Project Address/Location:

_________________________________________________________________________________

Brief Description of the Project :

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

1.  Historic Preservation (36 CFR Part 800)

a.  Describe the boundary of the area of potential effects (APE) and draw it on a site map?

(NOTE: For rehabilitation of an existing building the APE is the property boundary.  For reconstruction or new construction of single family residential buildings it is the project site and immediately adjacent properties.  For construction of multifamily residential buildings as well as nonresidential buildings the APE may be larger than this depending upon the mass and scale of the proposed building construction in comparison to the surrounding uses.)

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

b.  Are there buildings present within the APE?   ___ YES
___ NO

If yes, how many buildings are there and what type (e.g., homes, commercial/retail, etc.)?  

___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

c.  Are the buildings more than 50 years of age?    ___ YES
____ NO

If yes, take a digital photo of the building(s) and record their location (by address, if any, as well as on a site map).

d.  Have visible alterations been made to the building(s)?   ___ YES
___ NO

___ N/A

If yes, describe these alterations.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Comments: _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
2. Noise Abatement (24 CFR 51, Subpart B)
a.  Does the project involve reconstruction or new construction of residential units or other land use that would be adversely impacted by high levels of noise (e.g., hospitals or clinics with overnight patients, community centers, etc.)?    ___ YES
___ NO

If yes, continue completing this section on noise abatement.

b.  Is the project located near a major noise source?

     i.  Within 1,000 feet of major highways or busy roads?   ___YES
___ NO

         If yes, what is the name of the highway(s) and/or road(s)? _______________________________

        ______________________________________________________________________________

        Is there a barrier (natural or constructed) of sufficient height and length to break the line-of-sight to

        the project?   ___ YES     ___ NO

         (NOTE: Vegetation is not an effective barrier.)

       If yes, provide a description of the barrier.  

      ________________________________________________________________________________

      ________________________________________________________________________________

        If no, contine.

       What is the noise assessment location (NAL)?   _____________________________ feet.

        NOTE: The NAL is 6.5 feet from the building façade or the proposed building setback.  Refer to

          Page 50 of the HUD Noise Guidebook.)
        Was Worksheet C (Roadway Noise) in the HUD Noise Assessment Guidelines (Page 76 of the HUD

        Noise Guidebook )completed during the field visit?   ___ YES
___ NO

        If no, name what other source of information will be used to complete a noise calculation to

        determine whether roadway noise is Acceptable (65 DNL), according to HUD standards---i.e., 

        existing Federal or local roadway study, hire a consultant, etc.

        ____________________________________________________________________________

     ii. Within 3,000 of a railroad?    ___ YES
___ NO

         If yes, what is the name of the railroad line(s)?  _______________________________________

        ______________________________________________________________________________

        Is there a barrier (natural or constructed) of sufficient height and length to break the line-of-sight to

        the project?   ___ YES     ___ NO

        (NOTE: Vegetation is not an effective barrier.)

        If yes, provide a description of the barrier. 

        ______________________________________________________________________________

        ______________________________________________________________________________

        If no, continue.

        What is the noise assessment location (NAL)?   _____________________________ feet.

        NOTE: The NAL is 6.5 feet from the building façade or the proposed building setback.  Refer to

          Page 50 of the HUD Noise Guidebook.)
        Was Worksheet D (Railway Noise) in the HUD Noise Assessment Guidelines (Page 78 of the HUD

        Noise Guidebook completed during the field visit?   ___ YES
___ NO

        If no, name what other source of information will be used to complete a noise calculation to

        determine whether railroad noise is Acceptable (65 DNL), according to HUD standards---i.e., 

        existing studies performed by the local government, hire a consultant, etc.

   iii. Within 15 miles of an FAA-regulated civil airfield or military airfield?   ___ YES
___ NO

         If yes, what is the name of the airfield(s)? ___________________________________________

        ______________________________________________________________________________

        Acquire a copy of the airfield map that shows the DNL noise contour lines around the airport(s).

Comments: _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
3.  Hazardous Operations (24 CFR 51, Subpart C)
a.  Are there stationary aboveground storage tanks containing more than 100 gallons of explosives or fire-prone materials (e.g., liquid propane, gasoline, or fuel oils, etc.) that are within 1 mile of the project?    ___ YES     ___ NO

If yes, Identify the facility (e.g.,commercial, industrial, residential), as well as its location and distance to the project:

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

b.  Is there a barrier (natural or constructed) of sufficient height and length to break the line-of-sight to         the project?   ___ YES     ___ NO

(NOTE: Vegetation is not an effective barrier.)

If yes, provide a description of the barrier. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

If no, you must determine whether the project is an acceptable distance (for both people and buildings) from the hazard using the HUD guidebook, “Siting of HUD-Assisted Projects Near Hazardous Facilities”.

Comments: _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
4. Airport Hazards (24 CFR 51, Subpart D)

Is the project within 2500 feet of an FAA-regulated civil airfield?   ___ YES
___ NO

Is the project within 15,000 (about 2.8 miles) feet of a military airfield?   ___ YES     ___ NO

If your answer is YES to either of these questions, contact the civil and/or military airfield for a map showing the location(s) of Runway Clear Zones (at civil airfields) and/or Clear Zones and Accident Protection Zones (at military airfields).

Comments: _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

5. Protection of Wetlands (Executive Order 11990)

Are there drainage ways, streams, rivers, or coastlines on or near the site?

___ YES

___ NO

Are there ponds, marshes, bogs, swamps or other wetlands on or near the site?

___ YES

___ NO

For projects proposing new construction and/or filling, grading and dredging, or expanding the existing building footprint, the following applies:

a. Is the project located within a wetland designated on a National Wetlands Inventory map maintained by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?   ___ YES 
___ NO

b. If your answer is YES, E.O. 11990, Protection of Wetlands, discourages Federal funding of these activities in wetlands and compliance with the wetlands decision making process is required (Refer to 24 CFR 55, § 55.20).  

Comments: _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
6. Toxic Chemicals and Radioactive Materials [24 CFR 58, § 58.5(i)]

Has a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment been completed?

___ YES
     ___ NO

If no, answer the following questions:

a.  Is the project site within 0.5 miles near an industry disposing, transporting, using or storing chemicals or hazardous wastes?     ___ YES
___ NO

b. Is the project site within 1 mile of a U.S. EPA Superfund National Priorities List (NPL) site, or equivalent State listed site?
___ YES

___ NO

c. Is the project within 0.5 miles of a U.S. EPA regulated CERCLA site or equivalent state listed site?
___ YES

___ NO

d. Is the site located within 3,000 feet of a toxic or solid waste landfill site?
___ YES

___ NO

e. Does the project site have an underground storage tank?
___ YES

___ NO

If your answer is YES, then further investigation is necessary to determine whether these facilities could affect the health and safety of the project occupants or conflict with the intended use of the property.  Use current techniques by qualified professions to undertake the investigations that are necessary.

Comments: _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
Other environmental conditions that could affect the health and safety of the occupants:
a. Lead-based paint (24 CFR 35)
Is there a residential building on-site that was constructed before 1978?
____  YES
____ NO

Will children 6 years of age or younger occupy the residential building?
____  YES
____ NO

If your answer is YES, testing is required?

____  YES
_____  NO


b. Radon
Is the residential building in an area with High (Zone 1) or Moderate (Zone 2) potential for radon?
____ YES
____ No

Does the building have a basement or crawl space?
____ basement

_____ crawl space
_____ slab on grade

Has testing for radon been completed?
____  YES
____ No
____ Don’t know.


c. Mold
Is the presence of mold or damage from mold visible?

_____ YES
_____ NO
Comments: _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
7. Farmland Protection (7 CFR 658)
a. Is the project site now committed to a nonagricultural use?

___ YES

___ NO

If yes, describe the current use of the property.  __________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________

b. Is the site or area being farmed at the present time?

___ YES

___ NO

If your answer is yes, contact the U.S. Natural Resource Conservation Service to determine whether the project site is classified as prime or unique agricultural land.

8. Unique and Natural Features and Areas

Is the site near natural features (i.e., bluffs or cliffs) or near public or private scenic areas?

___ YES

___ NO

Are other natural resources visible on the site or in the vicinity?  Will any such resources be adversely affected or will they adversely affect the project?

___ YES

___ NO

Comments: _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
9.  Site Suitability, Access, and Compatibility with Surrounding Development

a. Has the site been used as a dump, sanitary landfill, or mine waste disposal area?

___ YES

___ NO

b. Is there paved access to the site?

___ YES

___ NO

c. Are there other unusual conditions on site?

___ YES

___ NO

d. Is there indication of:

distressed vegetation   ___ YES

___ NO

waste material/containers
___ YES

___ NO

soil staining, pools of liquid
___ YES

___ NO

loose/empty drums, barrels
___ YES

___ NO

oil/chemical spills
___ YES

___ NO

abandoned machinery, cars, refrigerators, etc.  
___ YES

___ NO

transformers, fill/vent pipes
___ YES

___ NO

pipelines, drainage structures
___ YES

___ NO

e. Is the project compatible with the surrounding area in terms of:

Land use
___ YES

___ NO

Height, bulk, mass
___ YES

___ NO

Building type (low/high rise)
___ YES

___ NO

Building density 
___ YES

___ NO

f. Will the project be unduly influenced by:

Building deterioration
___ YES

___ NO

Postponed maintenance
___YES

___ NO

Obsolete public facilities
___ YES

___ NO

Transition of land uses

___ YES

___ NO

Incompatible land uses

___ Yes

___ NO

Inadequate off-street parking
___ YES

___ NO

g. Are there air pollution generators nearby which would adversely affect the site:

Heavy industry

___ YES

___ NO

Incinerators

___ YES

___ NO

Power generating plants
___ YES

___ NO

Oil refineries

___ YES

___ NO

Cement plants

___ YES

___ NO

Large parking facilities (1000 or more cars)
___ YES

___ NO

Heavy travelled highway (6 or more lanes)
___ YES

___ NO

Other ____________________________
___ YES

___ NO

Comments: _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
10. Soil Stability, Erosion, and Drainage

Slopes:   ___ Not applicable
___ Steep
___ Moderate
   ___ Slight

Is there evidence of slope erosion or unstable slope conditions on or near the site?

___ YES

___ NO

Is there evidence of ground subsidence (i.e., settling, buckling, depressions), high water table, or other unusual conditions on the site?

___ YES

___ NO

Is there any visible evidence of soil problems (foundations cracking or settling, basement flooding, etc.) in the neighborhood of the site?

___ YES

___ NO

Is there indication of cross-lot runoff, drainage flows on the property?

___ YES

___ NO

Are there visual indications of filled ground?

___ YES

___ NO

Are there active rills and gullies on site?

___ YES

___ NO

If the answer is YES to one or more of these questions, a soils report is likely needed for the following reasons (check applicable items):

___ Indicators are that marginal or unsatisfactory soil conditions may be present.

___ Site drainage appears to be poor.

___ On-site water pooling appears to be a problem. 

___ Off-site and/or on-site erosion or slope stability is a concern.

___The site is not to be served by a municipal waste water disposal system and a determination needs to be made whether soil conditions are suitable for on-site septic system(s).

Comments: _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

11. Nuisances and Hazards

a. Will the project be affected by natural hazards:

Faults, fractures
___ YES

___ NO

Cliffs, bluffs, crevices
___ YES

___ NO

Slope-failures from rains
___ YES

___ NO

Unprotected water bodies
___ YES

___ NO

Fire hazard materials

___ YES

___ NO

Wind/sand storm concerns
___ YES

___ NO

Poisonous plants, insects, animals 
___ YES

___ NO

Hazardous terrain features
___ YES

___ NO

b. Will the project be affected by built hazards and nuisances:

Hazardous streets
___ YES

___ NO

Dangerous intersections
___ YES 
___ NO

Through traffic

___ YES

___ NO

Inadequate separation of pedestrian/vehicle traffic
___ YES
    ___ NO

Inadequate screened drainage catchments
___ YES
    ___ NO

Hazards in vacant lots
  ___ YES
___ NO

Chemical tank-car terminals
___ YES

___ NO

Other hazardous chemical storage
___ YES

___ NO

Children’s play areas located next to freeway or other high traffic way
___ YES

___ NO

Inadequate street lighting
___ YES

___ NO

Quarries or other excavations
___ YES

___ NO

Dumps/sanitary landfills or mining
___ YES

___ NO

Railroad crossing
___ YES 
___ NO

High-pressure gas or liquid petroleum transmission lines on site

___ YES

___ NO

Overhead transmission lines
___ YES

___ NO

Oil or gas wells

___ YES

___ NO

Industrial operations

___YES

___ NO

c. Will the project be affected by nuisances:

Gas, smoke, fumes
___ YES

___ NO

Odors

___ YES

___ NO

Vibration
___ YES

___ NO

Glare from parking area

___ YES

___ NO

Vacant/boarded-up buildings
___ YES

___ NO

Unsightly land uses
___ YES

___ NO

Abandoned vehicle
___ YES

___ NO

Vermin infestation
___ YES

___ NO

Industrial nuisances
___ YES

___ NO

Other ___________________________

___ YES

___ NO

Comments: _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

12. Schools, Parks, Recreation, and Social Services

a. Areas school nearby?

___ YES 
___ NO

If yes, name the schools and their distances from the project. ____________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

b. Are parks and play spaces available on site or nearby?

___ YES

___ NO

If yes, what are the names and distances from the project. ________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

c. Will social services be available on site or nearby for residents of the proposed project?

___ YES

___ NO

If yes, what services are available and the distances from the project. _______________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Comments: _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

13. Emergency Health Care, Fire and Police Services

a. Are emergency health care providers located within reasonable proximity to the proposed project?

___ YES

___ NO

Approximate response time:  ______________________

b. Are police services located within reasonable proximity to the proposed project?

___ YES

___ NO

Approximate response time: __________________________

c. What type of fire protection service is available?

____ municipal

____ volunteer

Is the fire protection service adequate and equipped to service the project?

___ YES

___ NO

Approximate response time:___________________________

Comments: _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

14. Commercial/Retail and Transportation

a. Are commercial/retail shopping services nearby?

___ YES

___ NO

If yes, what is the approximate distance to these services? _______________________________

b. Is the project accessible to employment, shopping and services by

___ public transportation

___ private vehicle?

c. Are the approaches to the project convenient, safe and attractive?

___ YES

___ NO

Field Inspection on: (date)

Field Inspection by: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

Print name, title and organization

____________________________________________________________________________________

Signature
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